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HABITATION’ 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 


LOVE YOUR 


LOOK 


Sharp, smooth hairlines resulting from 
Good Look Ink's revolutionary hair 
follicle enhancement process. 
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952.222.0020 | MyGoodLook. com 


Size Matters. 


Just ask my owner. 


The AU New 2016 FIAT 500X AWD Crossover 


FIAT of Minneapolis 
1820 Quentin Ave | St Louis Park, MN 55416 | 952-367-4400 


www.fiatminneapolis.com 
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APARTMENTS 


CITY LIVING FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE 


Located at the corner of Spruce Place and 14th Street, LP M:Apartments 
combines luxury living with the best views in Minneapolis: 

Offering over 40,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor amenities including. 2915, 
game room, sauna; indoor dog play area, a state-of-the-art fitnesscenter and more. 


1369 Spruce Place, Minnéapolis, MN 55403 EA 
Professionally тападеа ру MAGELEAN PROPERTY MANAGEMENT c 


б? MAGELLAN ІВІОеВАВТОО | f National 


DEVELOPMENT GROUP REAL ESTATE ADVISORS 


5-Passenger, 
2015 Mitsubishi 


Outlander 
Sport 


UP TO 


AMONG AMERICA’S $4 698 g 
SAFEST CROSSOVERS à 


7-Passenger, 
2016 Mitsubishi 


Outlander 


тое 000-mil Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu of 0% financing. OAC. Offer ends 9/30/15 MITSUBISHI 
d "TW вае on 2015 EPA mileage ratings. Use for comparison only. Your mileage will vary depending on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. MOTORS 


WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 
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FOREANTY 


WHITE BEAR™ 
MITSUBISHI 


3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694, White Bear Lake, MN 


Every* new vehicle purchase includes the White Bear Mitsubishi Поле 8) ана 
Unlimited miles forever! 
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651.483.9106 WhiteBearMitsu.com 
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Appointments: 612-873-6963 
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Looking for а way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 


from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


АЉ American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 
ктш American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


IDONAVON KEENEY 


REALTOR’ 
“A BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS” 


p: 612-232-5527 
e: DonavonKeeney@edinarealty.com 


PLACES TO WORK 


2015 | for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 
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CONTRIBUTORS Bankru ptcy Law ы... 


Stop: 
- wage garnishment - banklevies - foreclosure - creditor phone calls 


BECKY A. MOSHIER Call for a FREE consultation with an 


experienced bankruptcy attorne 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 4 р 3 


—— 651-645-1211 


2233 University Ave. W., Ste 420, St. Paul, MN 


E.B. BOATNER JOHN TOWSEND 55114 (near Hwy. 94 & Hwy. 280) www.moshierbankruptcylaw.com 
We are a debt relief agency. We help people file for bankruptcy relief under the Bankruptcy Code. 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


И. Й d Convenient Midway Location 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


BRADLEY JOHN MARK 
TRAYNOR 


Therapy Center 


SHANE LUECK 


KYLE 
LIEBERMAN 


Reaching your 
financial goals 
can start here 


When you're ready to build on your achievements, our 
trusted bankers are ready to support your personal and 
professional goals. Our bankers live and work in your 
community and know that good relationships make us 
all stronger. With our customized tools and services, 
we may help you build a legacy of wealth and success. 
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RANDY STERN JENNIFER 
PARELLO 


JUSTIN JONES 


Together we'll go far 


© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Fall Nostalgia 


I’m sitting at the kitchen table in my cabin, just outside of Merri- 
field, Minnesota, in the Brainerd Lakes area. It's about 62 degrees, the 
sun is out, the birds are singing, my dog is at my foot. The structure 
is rustic, but the Wi-Fi is better than what I get at home in my loft in 
St. Paul. There's a hummingbird at the feeder. The antiques that cover 
the walls and surfaces aren't neces- 
sarily here to pull together a shabby 
chic décor as much as because there 
are so many family members who 
use this cabin, there is no way to de- 
termine who owns what in order to 
remove anything. We're one of the 
fortunate families that shares a prop- 
erty that was built by my great grand- 
parents between all the descendants. 
My Gramma Ruby's family splits the 
summer between the two other sib- 
lings' families. Time is shared, costs 
are shared, chores are shared, space 
is shared, décor is shared. 

Ilook around and all I see that is 
missing is a striped wool blanket. You know, that 
iconic cream-colored wool blanket with just-dark- 
er-than-usual primary color stripes? It’s been a 
blanket, it’s been turned into a toggle coat, it's 
even been made into handbags. But I am inter- 
ested in the blanket, itself. It looks like fall to 
me. Or, something to wrap up in on the beach at 
night as the summer sun goes down and the fire 
burns brighter. What is it about that look that has 
stuck in my design craw all these years? It's both 
trendy and lasting. 

It's referred to as a Hudson's Bay wool blanket 
by Woolrich, a Glacier National Park wool blanket 
by Pendleton, and a Revival Stripe wool blanket 
by the Faribault Woolen Mills. I prefer to pay attention to our local 
company in Faribault and how the company reopened The Mill along 
the Cannon River after a two-year closure in 2011 and the Revival Stripe 
was the first release, though the traditional trapper design had been 
part of the line for decades. What a wonderful choice of design for 
reentering the market, for a renaissance. And what a wonderful fall 
daytrip it would be to venture down to Faribault to pick out a flagship 
Revival Stripe blanket from The Mill Store, itself. 

Also in the fiber of my nostalgic being is a wooden boat. Not a row- 
boat, not even a stunning wooden canoe, but a sleek wooden motorboat. 
I'm going to try to make it to some of the Antique & Classic Boat Soci- 
ety's International Boat Show, a full week of curated events that kicks off 
with some of the world's most coveted classic boats hitting Lake Min- 
netonka on September 19 for a preview event. After Minnetonka, boat 
enthusiasts (I’m going to count myself as an enthusiast) can venture 
north for the official program, but I will probably try to make it to the 
competitive boat show held Friday and Saturday, Sept. 25 and 26, at the 
docks of Bar Harbor on Gull Lake. It's a free event where we can enjoy 
music, food, and drinks while viewing more than 150 classic boats. For 
more information go to www.woodsandwater2015.org. 


| 


Photo courtesy of the Antique & Classic Boat Society 


| 


Photo courtesy of www.faribaultmill.com. 


Speaking of water, another idea for a fall home and garden field 
trip is to go over to Stockholm, Wisconsin, and visit Alan and Steve at 
Abode. They've redone the place and I love strolling through it to see 
new art and décor resources and pieces. My favorite fall afternoon thing 
to do is make a trip around Lake Pepin for the colors. Clockwise or 
counterclockwise, the experience is 
superb. The last time I made the trek, 
I got to Stockholm mid-afternoon and 
checked out the new layout on the 
main drag with Abode and the General 
Store flanking a new, enlarged space 
for the Stockholm Pie Company with 
expanded seating and menu. It's a des- 
tination, for sure. Then, after getting 
our fill, we proceeded south to Pepin 
for an early seating at Harbor View 
Cafe where I got my usual, the Berk- 
shire Pork Shank, which is so very 
tangy and fallish. Hearty and filling, 
the food on the waterfront reminds me 
of a satellite location of our cabin, with 

more knotty pine and blue checkered tablecloths. 
'This Fall Home & Garden Issue with Lav.fash 
is a timely resource for those who are considering 
design, building, fashion, and trends. The upcom- 
| ing Fall Parade of Homes and Remodelers Show- 
case (p. 48) allows you to walk through what can 
be thought-provoking and inspirational, or simply 
entertaining (see also the number of ads in this is- 
sue for other home tours). The new store, Habita- 
tion Furnishing - Design (р. 42), in St. Louis Park, 
had me Instagramming and swooning over things 
for my loft, such as a light fixture made of black 
top hats. It also had me wondering if anyone would 
notice if I somehow spirited the updated and lower- 
profile version of a Murphy bed into my Jeep (that Cabinetbed with the 
Tempur-Pedic mattress belongs at my place). John Mark and Kyle Li- 
eberman treat us to the fall installment of Lav.fash (p. 22) which includes 
more Minnesota brands and styles to whet your appetite for Fashion 
Week Minnesota September 20-26 (read more at www.fashionweekmn. 
com). 

We've got a few months before the snow flies. Get out more, see 
more, experience more. You'll have plenty of time to spend at home once 
winter hits, take the time right now to make it as comfortable and appeal- 
ing as you can, with a heavy dose of nostalgia or not. 

With you and with thanks, ш 
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А welcoming - for 
LGBTQ seniors and boomers 


FOURTH FRIDAYS 11:30 AM — 1:30 PM 
September 25 | October 23 І December 4 
1845 East Lake Street, Minneapolis 


COST: FREE 
LGBTQ senior services information available 


LITTLE 
Reservations: 612.746.0726 BROTHERS 


dfehring@littlebrothersmn.org JOE NE 
ELDERLY* 


Minneapolis/St. Paul 
Chapter 


good idea 


Your house is one of your most valued 
investments. 


Protect it with a Garlock-French roof and 
you'll get years of low maintenance that 
looks great. 

At Garlock-French, you'll get skilled roofing 
solutions, superior customer service and 
we guarantee our workmanship. 


We've been up on roofs longer, 
and it shows. 


GARLOCK-FRENCH 
CORPORATION 


Roofing, Chimneys, Sheet Metal 
and more 


Call us at 612-722-7129 


2301 East 25th St., Minneapolis 
Garlock-French.com 


AE 


CROWNRING 


9th & NICOLLET | MINNEAPOLIS MN 
612.338.5950 | JBHUDSON.COM 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


Wielding the Cross: 
Religiosity or Grandiosity? 


Rowan County, Kentucky, county clerk Kim Davis refuses to issue 
marriage licenses to same-sex applicants as the law now requires, nor 
will she allow others in her office to issue any marriage licenses. Davis 
is elected; she can't be fired, she won't resign. 

Davis cites her “Christian faith and constitutional right to religious 
freedom" as reasons to deny others' civil rights, although a civil license 
has no religious component, implies no endorsement of the licensed 
activity, certifying only that the provided information is correct. Davis 
could have another clerk sign for her, but remains adamant, disrupting 
lives and incurring thousands in legal fees through her failed appeals. 
Why? Cui bono? Who benefits 

Is Davis backed by some right-wing political cabal seeking to show- 
case alleged religious discrimination? Is she looking to attain some 
personal (and widely publicized) Christian martyrdom? Davis wouldn't 
have been a blip on the national consciousness if she'd informed her 
staff, “I’m not signing any marriage licenses for gays. One of y'all sign 
if we have to." 

Answering one of Davis's several appeals, Judge David L. Bunning of 
the U.S. District Court of the Eastern District of Kentucky asked, “Does 


the First Amendment likely excuse Kim Davis from issuing marriage 
licenses because she has a religious objection to same-sex marriage? ... 
Тһе Court answers this question in the negative." 

Her high-handed, arrogant behavior would have flown back in the 
day. Until 1967, Davis could have, with impunity, denied marriage licens- 
es to mixed-race couples, cherry-picking Bible quotes as she pleased, 
knowing everyone white would have her back. But the social climate 
has changed, and, however erratically, is tending toward insuring equal 
rights for every United States citizen. 

As we go to press, Davis's appeal to SCOTUS has been denied. On Sep- 
tember 3, she was escorted to the Carter County Detention Center (KY), 
where she is, at this writing, listed as an inmate. On September 4, eight 
couples, including six same-sex, requested and received marriage licenses. 

Unwittingly on the right side of history back in February, Davis had 
issued a license to transman Camryn Colen and his partner, not check- 
ing that his birth certificate identified him as female. Commented Colen, 
"She saw just a straight couple in love and she should see everybody 
like that." 

Cui bono? Ш 


5:30 - ІОРМ VIP • 6:30 – І0РМ GENERAL 
MINNEAPOLIS EVENT CENTER * 212 2ND STREET SE, MINNEAPOLIS 


VIP: $100 per person, $150 per couple 
General: $50 per person, $85 per couple 


Purchase tickets at www.aliveness.org or call (612) 822-7946 


Enjoy delicious samples of dishes created by select Twin Cities chefs 
Free Wine, Cash Bar with Signature Cocktail, Entertainment, Silent Auction 


Valet Parking available (free for VIP). Dress: Business Casual/Cocktail 
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ALIVENESS 


A COMMUNITY CENTER FOR PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV/AIDS 


VAAN 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 


live music, face painting 
free samples, prizes & raffles 


Mississippi Market 


Natural Foods Co-op 


740 East 7th Street 
Saint Paul 


msmarket.coop 


EVERYONE WELCOME 


Denise Nix 


Position: Income Tax Specialist 1 1 | 


ROR Tax Professionals Since: 2/10/2014 Attorneys Proudly Serving the GLBTO Community and all Allies. 
Interesting Fact: | always wanted to be a gay 


man because | should've been born a queen. 
Passion: Learning 

Vice: Karaoke 

Color: Pink 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 425 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


EST. 2006 


JUNK BONANZA Shakopee, MN 


VINTAGE MARKET 


SEPTEMBER 2015 


24,25 & 26 


A КІ NASSAUER EVENT FOR PURVEYORS & SHOPPERS OF VINTAGE 


FINDS, BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUES & ARTISAN-REPURPOSED PIECES Qut eo 
The Twin Cities’ premier event for терен decor! 9AM-5PM SATURDAY 


$10 


Early Bird tickets $25 online, 
930 at the door -- Get in two 
hours before general admission on 
Thursday; good for readmission 
Friday and Saturday, too! 


JUNKBONANZA ртт). Амен (eax) KINASSAUER 
GOLD PARTNERS ЖЕ тс: 
NATIONWIDE ONLINE VINTAGE GUIDE ы) WWW.JUN KBONANZA.COM 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


MINNESOTA LYNX 
CATWALK FOR 
A CURE 


AUGUST 26, 2015 


FOUNDAT) 


The future has arrived, 
in two beautiful versi 


The new C-Class and GLA are here. 


and this уе: 


e anc с vanced technology and connectivity than 
сі 
» And the n r GLA, a versatile E е! le but big on looks. Two Бої 5 


westend o r e new Me n have arrived. Don't miss them. Visit MBUSA.com 
.thesh twestend. \ 
www.theshopsatwestend.com Q3 Mercedes-Benz 


The best or nothing. 


Anthropologie / Apricot Lane Boutique / Bergstrom Jewelers 
Blast Blow*Dry*Bar / Charming Charlie / EVEREVE / Francesca's / Glamour Nails 


Hand & Stone COMING SOON! / Jos. A. Bank / lululemon athletica Imported Autos 
phresh spa * salon / Primp / Roosters Men's Grooming Center 
Wedding Day Diamonds / White House 1 Black Market 952-546-5301 * www.Searslmports.com • 394 across from Target Ridgedale 
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PHILLIPSPPGAVRIEL 


NEW YORK 


The New 
Renaíssance 
is herel 


| 
4 D 10ГЕ. 


HOFFDIAMONDS.COM 


* ** Melissa Houghtaling *Rebecca Heltzer 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 


Real Estate, Divorce, Child Custody/Child Support, 
Landlord/Tenant, Litigation and Probate. 


*Selected to the Super Lawyers List 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


MAPLEWOOD MALL * 3001 WHITE BEAR AVE* MAPLEWOOD, MN 55109 * 651-773-3464 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 
BURNSVILLE CENTER * 1178 BURNSVILLE CENTER * BURNSVILLE, MN 55306 * 952-204-9349 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


MORRIE S [ ка 


BROOKLYN PARK е 
um 
a SUBARU. 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | Conridence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 М = 


THE PERFECT PAIR 


2015 SUBARU LEGACY 
2015 SUBARU OUTBACK 


JOINED TOGETHER WITH SUBARU’S 
SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM 


повне М. OUR BEST PRICE FIRST, COMPLIMENTARY 
suv sar CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PROMSE/ / PLUS MUCH MORE! 


Ya KLINE 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY ШЫЙ ОО НУ М 


INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW LEGACY! i à KLINENISSAN.COM 


Pstt! Scan Me! 
Tr 


763-424-4400 . brooklynparksubaru.com 651.404.2535 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS COURTESY OF UNION 


REUNION T-DANCE A GÀ. 
UNION ROOFTOP ві E rumen 
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T DANCE WITH 


SUNDAY OCTOBER 25TH | UNION Ri Te) 
DANCERS | DRINK SPECIALS | $5 
АРМ - 8PM | 21+ 


IREIUNION ABSOLUT. | 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


FLIP PHONE 
AT HONEY 


AUGUST 27, 2015 


WATERSTREETINN.US 


WATER STREET Ye 4.455400 


-~O INN eo 101 Water Street South 


Est. 1890 Stillwater, MN 55082 
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| SAMESON: 


IRISH WHISKEY 


Charlies Pub | Be prepared to make the most of each one. 


There are things you plan for throughout your life, and there is no better feeling than 
FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER knowing you are prepared when that moment arrives. 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special m 


ч dinner menu. Each course paired with а 
. Y specially selected glass of wine ic tS John Degelmann, СІМА» 
for $34.95 per person. Served from m 


5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. — с> Financial Advisor 
STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE! i (952)-854-5224 


e Charlie’s Restaurant & Irish Риб " Meeting / Banquet Rooms : 
* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions Facebook: John.Degelmann 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces * Elegant Guestrooms 


* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


The Genealogy of Happenstance. Photo by Craig VanDerSchaegen 


THE GENEALOGY OF HAPPENSTANCE 
Through Sept. 20 

Guthrie Theater Dowling Studio, 818 S. 2nd St. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 


Allegra Lingo's acclaimed solo show gives us an idea of the 
progressive programming we can likely expect from the Guthrie's 
new artistic director, Joseph Haj. Lingo shares that her solo 
performance, The Genealogy of Happenstance, "is slightly different 
from the 2014 Minnesota Fringe performance because I was able 
to put back in a couple scenes and expand others that were cut 
due to Fringe time constraints. I’m also working with Christopher 
Kehoe as a director this time around, and we're playing with a 
new staging to give the show a slightly different feel and explore 
the difference between the act of writing life and living life, and 
the tension that comes with doing both at the same time. The 
time covered in the show remains the same, from when my wife 
and I started trying for a child up until we knew one was on the 
way, even though our daughter was born at the end of December 
2014. She is the smartest, most beautiful, active, and amazing 
baby ever. Which is exactly why the show isn't extended because 
now my story is no longer unique — I’m just as in awe about 
everything my kid does as any other new parent!" 


THE INTELLIGENCE 
OF CINEMA: 
MASTERPIECES OF 
JEAN EPSTEIN 

Oct. 7-28 

Walker Cinema 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
612-375-7600 
www.walkerart.org 


French filmmaker, theorist, 
critic, and novelist Jean Epstein 
(1897-1953) was born into a time of 
revolutionary technological change 
in the early years of film. He was an 
assistant for Auguste Lumiere, one 
ofthe seminal figures in early film in- 
novation. He also knew the aesthetic 
realms of Dada, surrealism, and 
futurism which freed up the linearity 
of the human mind of that time and 
threw rules of art out the window. 

It comes as no surprise that one of 
the barrier-breaking Epstein films, 


Double Love (1925), is about gam- 
bling compulsion with homosexual 
undercurrents. It sometimes comes 
as a surprise to people that such con- 
cepts happened way back then, but 
indeed, silent films and talkies into 
the 1930s often coded queerness 
into their content. In the U.S., the 
Hays Code put the brakes on films 
that were deemed too risqué, hence 
queerness and what was thought of 
as explicit sexuality, got cut consider- 
ably, if not, unconstitutionally. 

Double Love (Le Double amour) 
plays Oct. 24 as part ofthe Walker Art 
Center's eagerly awaited Jean Epstein 
series. His innovative approach can 
be seen in all films screened, from the 
low camera angles and misty effects of 
his take on Poe's The Fall of the House 
of Usher to merry-go-round effects in 
Faithful Heart to hallucinogenic effects 
in End of the Earth. And others. The is 
truly an “I can’t wait!” film series. 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 
- — -- 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second/Step Parent Adoption 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 
* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown 


А Elizabeth Cloutier 
Skyway Connected Offices 


PFLAG Member 
612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


AC? AN INTIMATE EVENING WITH 


ANDERSON , АМҮ 
COOPER “ COHEN 


DEEP TALK AND SHALLOW TALES 


| 


Join Cohen and Cooper for 
an unscripted, uncensored and 
unforgettable night of conversation 


SATURDAY 
OCTOBER 10 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE STATE THEATRE BOX OFFICE 
HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG © 800-982-2787 


AC2LIVE.COM 


ALERUS 


WE WANT YOU TO FEEL 
RIGHT AT HOME 
WITH YOUR MORTGAGE. 


PAT GLEASON 


952.847.9834 
PAT.GLEASON@ALERUS.COM 


BOB AUSTIN 


NMLS 400546 


952.417.8456 
BOB.AUSTIN@ALERUS.COM 


APPLY ONLINE: A 


GLEASONAUSTINGROUP.COM 


D> yatt Regency, Мішин OO 
DO Doors: 5:30 pm * Games: 2 pm ӨО 
009935 абуалес " $45 at door © 


BINGO HOTLINE: 612-863-2168 ° Tickets: BINGOAGOGO.com | 


Filister Enterprises 
MORTGAGE 


JERRY A. BURG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
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SPOTLIGHT 


MURDER FOR TWO 

Through Nov. 1 

Park Square Theatre, 20 W. 7th Place, St. Paul 
651-291-7005 

www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Kellen Blair and Joe Kinosian's musical is not ordinary. 
Randy Reyes directs Nic Delcambre as a small-town policeman 
investigating a crime. Andrea Wollenberg plays all the suspects. 
Music director Stephen Houtz shares, "This is a great piece to 
work on because it's not like any other piece I’ve music-directed: 
the actors sing — one of them sings about ten roles — and they 
play piano both for themselves and for each other. There is no 
orchestra, and the piano becomes like another character in the 
show. It's been a lot of fun coaching the two performers as both 
pianist and singer. A lot of the music is really clever. Not only are 
there musical jokes, but ways that the piano responds to what is 
going on onstage. And there are the moments of real virtuos- 
ity for both of the performers. Andrea has to sing a duet with 
herself and accompany at the same time!" 


The Slow Motion Carnival. Photo by Liz Josheff 


THE SLOW MOTION CARNIVAL 
Oct. 9-25 

Red Eye Theater, 15 W. 14th St., Minneapolis 
612-870-0309 

www.redeyetheater.org 


Director Steve Busa and playwright Katharine Sherman are 
using the play-within-a-play approach in a new work inspired by 
Jean Luc Godard's 1963 film breakthrough, Contempt, as a way 
to take a contemporary look at August Strindberg's dramatic 
19th century classic of desire and domination, Miss Julie. More- 
over, it involves a screenwriter who is hired to make the script 
commercially appealing. Unfortunately, the writer's own relation- 
ship is on the rocks and gives mixed signals to the actors. Busa 


100+: A Photograph For Every Year of Mia. Photo by Ramon J. Muxter 


shares, “Most plays present 
substitute worlds that fit our de- 
sires. This piece, though, with all 
its levels, has interlocking worlds 
that challenge our desires.' 


100+; A PHOTOGRAPH 
FOR EVERY YEAR OF MIA 
Through Oct. 18 

Minneapolis Institute of Art 
2400 Third Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-870-3000 
www.artsmia.org 


If you like the photography 
exhibits you visit to be eclectic 
and far-flung in their subject mat- 
ter, then go to the Minneapolis 
Institute of Art (newly rebranded 
from the MIA to Mia). Their 
Harrison Photography Gallery 
features photos for every year of 
the first-rate museum’s 100 years 
of existence. This centennial 
celebration gives us twins by Di- 
ane Arbus and Richard Avedon’s 
famous image of General and 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
in retirement in his 70s. Relish 
photos of gay men’s icon, Mae 
West, by Ray Muxter and one ofa 
German soldier in 1945 by August 
Sanders that emanates the shame 
of the Third Reich’s downfall as 
felt by an ordinary man. 

The human form is honored 
in Ruth Bernhard’s interracial 
Two Forms and Andre Kertesz’s 
hauntingly sensual Underwater 
Swimmer. The exhibit also in- 
cludes images by JoAnn Verberg, 
Catherine Opie, and a major 
figure in the photography of Na- 
tive Americans, Edward S. Curtis. 
And like any commendable photo 
retrospective primarily based in 
the 20th century, 100+ contains 
work by nature celebrant, Ansel 
Adams. While at Mia, have a look 
at their newly acquired Vincent 
Van Gogh painting, Irises. B 
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А Multi-Family 
Management & Development 
Company 
with a focus on 
Personal Service 
& Business Results 


IT Premier 


MANAGEMEN 


(651) 815-0665 - www.PremierHousingManagement.com Е UNION Bar & Grill 


731 Hennepin Ave. * Minneapolis 


зангер эн ғ Thursday, October 15 
P Us 5:30-8:00pm 


pis ASID MN SHOWCASE 


St Paul 


MAGAZINE 


Win tickets to sporting events 
SCORE Thursdays shirt giveaways 

Win sports merchandise and gift certificates 
Watch MLB playoffs and NFLs Thursday Night 
Game on 12 big screen TVs 


Meet other athletes and athletic supporters. 
Pick up info for local GLBT Sports Leagues 


АЛАС. 


| ЗЕРТ TWIN CITIES GOODTIME 
FORTICKETS AND INFO VISIT: MSPMAG.COM/HOMETOUR SOFTBALL LEAGUE 


SPONSORED BY: BUILDER COMMUNITY 
PARTNER: 


[1] 


www.tcgsl.org 
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OUR SCENE 


EAT THE MENU | BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR | PHOTOS BY MIKE HNIDA 


Art Deco redux at Il Foro. 


amr" P Е 
Ё "cm 
L5 - а» o] 


Foro 


Гуе been exploring my Italian roots lately through food. Lies. I have 
no Italian roots. I grew up eating pasta from a can and thought my aunt, 
Kay, was super fancy the way she pronounced it ‘EYEtalian.’ Times have 
changed. I can now tell the difference between tortellini and tortelloni. 
And my current food tour of Italy is nowhere near an Olive Garden. It's 
still EYEtalian, though, but that's for Aunt Kay. 

And, boy, would Aunt Kay be impressed with all the fancy Italian food 
in Minneapolis. Last month, you might remember, I dove headfirst into 
Parella in Calhoun Square. Remember the whole wheat spaghetti with 
parsley pesto and that cool, creamy panna cotta? 

'This month, I had the pleasure of finally dining at Il Foro in down- 
town Minneapolis. 

Just as Parella was born out of the ashes of another great restaurant 
from Minneapolis history, Figlio, Il Foro, too, has a lineage to be proud 
of. And in awe of. The now temple to modern Italian cooking was origi- 


nally built in 1914 as a theater, later becoming the storied Forum Cafete- 
ria and a host of other restaurants through the years. 

Walking through the bedazzled Deco doors of Il Foro one late sum- 
mer Friday afternoon, I was blown away at the interior. 

Before you take your seat, wander around the place and soak up all 
the delicious décor. Seriously, your eyes will get just as much a feast as 
your appetite. 

We started with the tomato cucumber salad. Sounds simple, but there 
is a lot happening in this bowl. The fresh, peeled tomatoes and crunchy 
cucumber sit atop a green gazpacho with dollops of pecorino fresco. A 
spoonful and you'll swear summer just happened in your mouth. Sum- 
mer on the Mediterranean. 

On to the bruschetta. You've never eaten a bruschetta like this. This 
is not Costco bruschetta. It's not even fancy Italian market chichi br- 
uschetta. It is а defies-description-even-though-T'Il-try-and-describe-it 
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“ы” 
@ 
westend 


www.theshopsatwestend.com 


of Style 


Anthropologie / Apricot Lane Boutique / Bergstrom Jewelers 
Blast Blow*Dry*Bar / Charming Charlie / EVEREVE / Francesca's / Glamour Nails 
Hand & Stone COMING SOON! / Jos. A. Bank / lululemon athletica 
phresh spa * salon / Primp / Roosters Men's Grooming Center 
Wedding Day Diamonds / White House i Black Market 


Porsche Cayman GTS. Forever attitude. 


Attitude weighs nothing. So we piled it on. Cayman is a 
sports car concept that pursues performance 
unconventionally. With its mid-engine design, the Cayman 
centers weight low in the chassis, so the car's center of 
gravity is directly beneath the driver seat. The connection 
between car and driver is pure and undiluted. Test drive 
one today. 


ce the thrill of 


9] m Wa yzat га Bh dJ. 
Minneapolis, MN е 763-710-6040 
minneapolis. ан. com PORSCHE 


With each turn of the fondue fork, a 


little romance stirs as well. 


т--------------:-:-:-:-:-:------::-::::::::::::::-:-- 


The Melting Pot can transform any occasion 


into an outstanding experience, our distinctive 


atmosphere and delectable fondue provides 
exceptional dining for any size party. 


удете. to o 


«9; 
The @ ө" 
Melting Pot. 
a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMEND! Ди 338-9900 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNE S, ММ 55 zm 2 LTINGPOT.COM 


Ф 
CROONERS 


Club 


Le Є» 
О uper 


LI М E music DAILY 


NO COVER CHARGE 


View our menus and full 
music calendar at: 


www.CroonersLoungeMN.com 


On Highway 65, just north of 694 
763-57|-9020 
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EAT THE MENU WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


"ҰЙ 
a) 


1. Glamour meets cafeteria. 2. Chef Joe Rolle rocks II Foro. 3. The 
"heart healthy" Chocolate Olive Oil Cake. 4. Red Wine Rigatoni. 


пот 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 => 
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Galleria • 69th & France • Edina 
952-926-2455 * www.sjewelers.com 


2 f Tove T in the Air 


Designed and artisan made in Minnesota 


Co 


CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


y @ 
Gay rig h t Э ыш сы 
Lesbi a n gay Spencer sue marginalized г” pe 
Transgender advancing 


"Bisexual 
tolerance 


ЕЕЕ 
Тһе Kinsey Sicks 
< efim (27 


The most interactive Dragapella’ musical extravaganza ever! 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 
3-6pm апа 9pm-1am 


$1 ОН АП Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 ОН АП Buckets O' Beer 


TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 


$2 Off АП Burgers After 9pm ү SEPT 29 30 
отт. d B : | 
Pro atic (uo хом ку Canti eras CN in 7:30PM MATTIESONMAIN.COM 


TICKETS: $25 ADVANCE $30D00R 612-336-2121 
MEDIA sponsor: LAVENDER 


(closestokthe»xcelsenergyicenterfegnhelordwayAlRvwww:burgermoes:corn 
22 West етее | Sating em, REMY ло 
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EAT THE MENU WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


bruschetta. Chanterelle mushrooms snuggled into the richest, creami- 
est nonlivery liver mousse you've had. Smear a bit of the neighboring 
taleggio fondue and huckleberry preserves onto your bite and, bam, all 
the flavors. At once. 

Everybody who's anybody has a crudo. Il Foro has three and we had 
the tuna. This finger lime-topped tuna crudo swimming in tomatillo and 
avocado crema is the perfect palette brightener. 

When it comes to the pasta, you expect greatness at the place that 
prides itself on *a modern approach to classic Italian cooking." Lucky 
you, you'll get greatness at Il Foro. The red wine rigatoni was creamy, 
salty, and perfectly peppery. I ate the entire dish myself. 

'The tortellini with a bolognese filling were swimming in a chicken 
and parmesan broth that you'll wish you had a great big soup bowl of. 

'The parmesan agnolotti with sweet corn and summer truffle was the 
table favorite. The contrast of the rich and creamy sauce with the fresh 
bite of summer sweet corn was memorable. As in, I still remember it. As 
in, I think about it every day. 

Not that we needed a main course, we went with the block cut New 


York strip, topped with a sweet corn raviolo. Seriously, can you ever get 
enough of fresh summer sweet corn? Do I even need to ask the ques- 
tion? Any time you see corn on Il Foro's menu from now on, order it. 

We ended the meal with a dessert I have to believe will soon become 
an Il Foro classic, if it hasn't already. The chocolate olive oil cake, filled 
with an EVOO caramel, sits on a wonderfully tart, zesty passion fruit pu- 
rée. Get it, split it, or hoard it all to your lonesome. And there's olive oil in 
it, so it's heart healthy. Hey look, healthy dessert! Bonus points, Il Foro! 

I can't recommend Il Foro highly enough. I walked away from my 
table happier than when I walked in. That's a huge indication I'll be back. 
And you should too. Executive Chef Joe Rolle and the entire Il Foro team 
have taken a beautiful, historic space and festooned it with a friendly 
ambience and food that lives up to their mission. Best darn EYEtalian 
food Гуе had in along time. B 


IL FORO 

40 S. 7th St., Minneapolis 
612-238-2300 
www.il-foro.com 


The Chanterelle Bruschetta that defies description. 
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MAD MONDAYS 
IN SEPTEMBER 


25% 01 Non-Sale Wine Every 
Monday in September 2015" 


30% OFF 


NON-SALE 
FRENCH WINE 


$10 GIFT CARD 


WITH $50 PURCHASE, 
VALID BEGINNING THE 
DAY AFTER PURCHASE. 


*Not valid on green tag/sale priced items, coupon items, 
with other discounts, and/or with other promotions. 
While supplies last. 


LOWRY mj LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Ihlwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
+SPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


BOULEVARD 
CHIROPRACTIC 
CLINIC, Р.А. 


STRAIGHT SPINE 


7200 MINNETONKA BOULEVARD ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426 
(952) 925-5847 | 


OVER 15 AUTO 
MANUFACTURER 
CERTIFICATIONS AND 
RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


LaMettry's ° 


Collision, Glass and More! 


Bloomington | Burnsville | Eden Prairie | Inver Grove Heights 
Lakeville | Maplewood | New Brighton | Richfield 


CALL ror АН APPOINTMENT 1-888-898-0016 о cer an онине estimate at LAMETTRYS.COM 
тщ Gay-owned 
^ Mill 


District 


NEW PATIENT OFFER: С) 


589 Exam » FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


Brian Peters, DDS 


SEPT) 25826 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | BY GREG FEDIO 


Nine Twin Cities Teams Compete in 
Gay Softball World Series 


Photos by Triquetra Productions/Larry Barthel 


Тһе 2015 Gay Softball World Series (GSWS) 
was held from August 18-August 22 in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and, as usual, the Twin Cities Good- 
time Softball League (TCGSL) represented the 
state of Minnesota with spirit, fun, and trophy- 
winning play. Overall, 183 teams competed in 
the North American Gay Amateur Athletic As- 
sociation (NAGAAA) World Series, making it 
the largest GSWS ever. 

Nine teams from the TCGSL made the trek 
to Columbus to take part in the games. The 
2015 World Series featured the return of an A 
Division team (the highest division in gay soft- 
ball) from Minnesota. The TC Frostbite were 
one of only ten teams that competed at the A 


Level. The team finished seventh, which met 
their expectations for being a first-year A team. 
Тһе B Division was represented by three 
teams: Freak, Insanity, and Steel. АП three В 
teams played well, with the Freak advancing the 
furthest in the double elimination tournament, 
playing in games on “Championship Saturday.” 
The С Division Big Gay Moose, sponsored 
by www.biggaynews.com, were the sole tro- 
phy winners from the TCGSL. The Moose 
rolled into Championship Saturday before be- 
ing eliminated by the Seattle Maulers. Overall 
the Moose bring back a fourth place trophy to 
Minnesota. The Force and a team new to the 
TCGSL, the Crush, were the other C Division 


representatives. Both the Force and the Crush 
won in bracket play before being eliminated. 

Тре D Division featured two teams from the 
Twin Cities: the Hot Rods and the Racers. Both 
teams played with heart and had several wins 
in the bracket play before being eliminated. 

Overall, the TCGSL teams played well. 
More importantly, the TCGSL teams turned 
out to cheer on their fellow teams whenever 
possible. Chants of “Minn-e-so-ta” and “Ya, You 
Betcha, Ya Ya You Betcha" echoed through- 
out the fields. It is no understatement to say 
the TCGSL members represent like no other 
league in NAGAAA. Congratulations to all 
teams on a great season! ш 
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LAVEND 


7FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


Integrity 


Ho | 


JERRY А. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in 
HABITATION' Family Law | Criminal Defense 
4317 Excelsior Blvd. e St. Louis Park Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. « Minneapol s 
(612) 822-0865 3 
www.jerryaburg.com 


Ош & About о on the 
Minnehaha Mile  .... 


GLBTQ+ FRIENDLY NIGHT OF 
ANTIQUE AND VINTAGE SHOPPING 


FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, 
Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, Prime Timers MSP, 
Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, ensis З 
Freedom Jazz, One Voice, North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, 4 
s LAVENDER 


TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group - = 
The Minnehaha Mile * 4049 Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis . (612) 293- 6863 x104 * Minnehahamile.com 
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KYLE LIEBERMAN PHOTOGRAPHY 
JOHN MARK STYLING & ART DIRECTION 
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Оп Gabby 
Tessa Louise top from Showroom, 


Levi's jeans, Rox necklace, vintage belt 
from CVSTINGS, Ixmukane shoulder bag 
from Showroom 


On Sam 

Vince shirt and sweater from 
MartinPatrick3, Lucky jeans, LL Bean 
shoes, Woodchuck USA journal 
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‘ On Sam 
J. Crew shirt, Freenote jacket 
from MartinPatrick3, Lucky 
jeans, Rag & Bone bag, 
Florsheim loafers 


On Gabby 
Mita Ice Leopard top from 


Showroom, Levi's jeans, Diesel 
waist shirt, Rox bracelet, 
Larissa Loden necklace, 

Steve Madden shoes 
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Larissa Loden brass lobster earrings, $30 
at www.hotrocity.com 


Ixmukane leather clutch, $140 
at www.showroommpls.com 


Rox Men snake vertebrae fossil bracelet with 
pewter snake head clasp, $95 at Rox 
Jewelry Design, www.facebook.com/ 

roxjewelrydesigns 


WENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 35 


Woodchuck USA cedar pocket square, $55 
at www.woodchuckusa.com 


Rag & Bone derby overnight bag, $550 
at www.martinpatrick3.com 


On Sam 

Isaia shirt, Jackspace blazer from 
MartinPatrick3, Woodchuck USA pocket 
square, Banana Republic jeans, Johnston 
& Murphy boots 


GABBY AND SAM IGNITE MODELS 

KATE ERICKSON HAIR & MAKEUP 

DAVID ALMEIDA STYLE ASSIST 

LAURA STODDARD PRODUCTION ASSIST 
SPECIAL THANKS 

YAZON LO, TODD FLIGINGER JENNIFER CHILSTROM 
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MATCHMAKING FOR EXCEPTIONAL MEN. ELITE 


PRIVAT SEARCH 


Elite Private Search personally recruits the most qualified matches for our most selective clients. 
We do two things: specialized matchmaking and arranging incredible first dates. 


Join today and be dating tomorrow! GAYELITEDATES.COM | 612.376.7370 


FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 
NMLS #299829 


Employee 


Featured 


Jeffrey Burros 


Jeffrey started with First Equity Mortgage two years ago with the intention of a purely 
administrative role, but a funny thing happened. Having a longstanding proficiency with 
numbers and a history of customer service from years of restaurant management, he grew a 
passion for mortgage lending. With his enthusiasm and unique perspective, he launched to the 
frontlines, already helping countless people into their homes. Inspired by his experience with 
First Equity Mortgage, Jeffrey is also a recent first time homebuyer, so he knows the excitement 
and frustrations in today's complicated market. He will always be there to conquer every 
frustration and keep the excitement going. 


Jeffrey has always marched to the beat of his own drum. One day, you may find him at a 
concert for a local metal band, and the next day, you'll see him browsing for another suit at the 
mall. However, you'll usually see him at home making small talk with his cat, playing today's 
popular video game, or trying to write a follow-up to his self-published novel. 


Call or email Jeffrey to schedule your FREE appointment to meet and 
discuss your mortgage needs today! 


Loan Officer 
763-251-1977 
Jeffrey@FEMort.com 
NMLS #1309699 EQUAL HOUSING 
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5 QUESTIONS WITH 


Dj MONSIEUR ADI 


STORY BY JOHN MARK * PHOTOGRAPHY BY YAZON LO * STYLING BY LISA MARIE 
GHERARDINI * HAIR & MAKEUP BY KRISTINE LOHERER * SPECIAL THANKS MARTINPATRICK3 


For the past few years, Monsieur Adi has been hiding in plain 
sight. Many are surprised to find that the producer of official remixes 
for Lana Del Rey, Beyoncé, Bastille, Britney Spears, Seal, and many 
more, prefers working from the comfort of his Twin Cities apartment. 
Regaraless of being signed to Sony Music, one of the largest compa- 
nies in the business, space to breathe is a priority for the French-born 
artist. We were lucky enough to catch Monsieur Adi a couple days 
before he set off for Milan, his favorite destination for both work and 
play. After a quick shoot by the grace of MartinPatrick3, we grabbed 
a drink at the Monte Carlo to chat music, travel, and life. 


What are you the most excited about right now? 

Monsieur Adi: | am excited about making the transition from pro- 
ducer for pop stars to being my own artist and making my own uni- 
verse come to life. | am transitioning into my own artist. When | am 
working for other people, | am trying to be as respectful as possible 
to their image and aesthetic. You have labels to please, you have 
management to please, the artist to please, but with my own music... 
it's just me. | can go super dark if І want to. | can go super sensual if | 
want to, without inhibition. It's very much a freedom. 


Did you grow up in a musical home? 

MA: Yes. My Dad played the trumpet and my Mom was a singer 
in her spare time, but my brother was the musical one. He can play 
the cello, tuba, piano, violin, drums, everything. Being the competi- 
tive person | am, | thought, // he can do it, | can do it, too. So | taught 
myself to play the piano by ear. My Mom said, "If you're playing the 
piano, we want it to sound good." So | took piano lessons, and violin 
lessons, and was in choir, but the intent was never to become a musi- 
cian. Ever. [laughs] 


Do you remember a specific moment when you realized that 
the DJ/producer career path was a real and tangible thing? 

MA: Well | started in architecture and fashion design, studying first 
in Paris, then a year in Milan, which was great. Milan was where | met 


my first boyfriend. [laughs] Anyway, my friend came to me and said, "I 
have these demos." I just decided to remix them for whatever reason. І 
don't know why, | just did it. He said, "Let's do a few more." | said "No, 
lets just make a whole album." | was super ambitious. І started enter- 
ing remix competitions, not with intent to win, just to get more familiar 
with working with different artists and putting things together. So, | won 
one... after being interviewed by a blogger who worked for the Gram- 
mys, | started to get a lot more work and it started to come with money. 
While | had still been thinking about fashion design, it became clear 
that | needed to choose one [career] or the other. | said, "Music is fun." 
I’m a very impatient person and | like the instant gratification of hearing 
what I’m working on immediately. | sort of realized at that point, that this 
could be something. It turned out my intuition was right. 


What have been some of your best travel memories? 

MA: Towards the end of my tour with Beyoncé, we were tired and 
had just finished a show in Antwerp, and the plan was to drive from 
Antwerp to Barcelona on the tour bus, a fifteen- or eighteen-hour 
drive. On the drive, | slept all the way through France and when we 
arrived in Barcelona, we had two days off. | don't know what it was, 
but | felt so relaxed, almost in a spiritual way. Barcelona was super 
magical and the show... it was the most memorable. To see 24,000 
people going mad to my remix, jumping up and down, screaming, 
going crazy, | had to take it all in. 


What have you noted about the differences between differ- 
ent GLBT communities in your travels? 

MA: Paris, like any major city, is very progressive, though it's a 
little smaller. There's no section, like New York's Chelsea, but it's a 


nice place for the GLBT community. Moscow is a different story. I’ve 
always been afraid of Russia, just in general. While | was there on tour, 
the club promoter that was showing me around pointed out places 
that were burnt down, just because they were a gay establishment. 
He was very calm about it, so | felt... not like my life was in danger, but 
an extra uneasiness. Would | go there again? | don't know. ш 
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SCENE 


BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


Anastasia C. Principle Captures Miss Toast 
of the Town House Title 


On the evening of August 29, the 2015 Toast of the Town House 
Pageant took place at the St. Paul bar. The theme was “Disney.” Em- 
ceed by Lily White, Pumps & Pearls Show Director, the event drew a 
large crowd. 

Six contestants competed for the coveted title: Sasha Giselle Carter, 
Топіа Lee Richards, Anastasia C. Principle, Anastacia Rose, BJ Holly, 
and Alana Chapelle. The categories were theme wear, talent, evening 
gown, and question and answer. 

In a close contest, Anastasia C. Principle captured the coveted 
crown. She will represent the Town House throughout her reign. First 
runner-up was Anastacia Rose. Second runner-up was Tonia Lee Rich- 
ards. 

Dotti West, stepping-down Miss Toast of the Town House 2014, 
performed several numbers, as did other past titleholders, including 
Anastasia (2005), Dra Matica (2007), Kaydance (2008), Eileen Dover 
(2010), Mercedes Iman (2011), and Brandonna Dupri LaReese (2013). 

'The Pumps & Pearls Drag Revue is the featured entertainment ev- 
ery Wednesday night at the Town House, St. Paul's oldest GLBT bar, 


which marks its 46th anniversary this fall. Miss Toast of the Town House 2015, Anastasia C. Principle (left), and 
Emcee Lily White. Photo by George Holdgrafer 


UM 


ЯҒ! 


ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 150 POOL TABLES е PINBALL 
DARTS е PULL TABS е ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 

SFERI. 3 РМ-2 AM e° SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


™"Sun., September 20 • 4 PM 


- 


«Ж» 
- 


"Your BARTENDER 


BR й N D ON Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Мар". 
= 


When you can't find it, FOC it! 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
"FS Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 LAVENDER 
facebook 19W. 15th St., Minneapolis * (612) 871-5553 * facebook.com/The19Bar 


401 LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 17-30, 2015 


OUR SCENE 


BAR & CLUBS | BAR SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


АЕБ | AUGUST 30, 2015 


1% Sunda луй: 27 Month 
PCES WELCOME 


чу 


FantasyGifts. .com 


Www. 
antasyGiftsMIN.com 


www.F 


WES ui ‘You CAN EAT: ха 


VIBRATORS & PERSONAL TOYS. MASSAGE OILS АМО LUBRICANTS mgm | 7514 BREAKFAST “BUFFET, 
BACHELORETTE/BACHELOR- LINGERIE IN SIZES SMALL-4X — à $7 (12 шін) 
ADULT DVDS - SHOES SIZES 6—14- AND SO MUCH MORE! = (12 


As MIMOSA 
| A 10 BOTTOMLESS 5), M 
Shop - Maps - Info: FantasyGifts.com - FantasyGiftsMN.com ©) 


408 Hennepin Ave S * MPLS, MN 55401 * GAY90S.COM 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 41 


HOME & GARDEN 


FALL 


BY SHANE LUECK 
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Pretty in Pink: White lacquer cabinet with mirrored top and studs ($1221), Zaria soldier ($69), handcrafted rose vase ($59), pink glass jar ($19), hot pink heels books, set of 4 
($149), hot pink and black heels books, set of 4 ($149), watercolor paintings ($159 each). Photo by Mike Hnida 


Anyone looking to update their space need look no further than 
the two giant Great Danes flanking the entrance to Habitation Fur- 
nishing + Design. The two guard dog sculptures welcome onlook- 


ers and lure you into the storefront “as a gateway drug,” Habita- 


tion’s Environment Director Michelle Havens jokes. 

All jokes aside, the dogs are only a glimmer of the treasures 
awaiting design hopefuls inside. As the environment director, Ha- 
vens works to ensure that everyone who enters Habitation’s doors 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 44 ==> 
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1. Statement Dining Table: Chamcha wood dining table ($5509), black seatbelt dining chairs ($659 each), skinny female sculpture ($1329), root bowl (51209), galvanized circle 
tiles, various colors ($109 each), silver leaf circle tiles, set of 4 ($379). 2. Spectacular Small Spaces: Cabinet bed with queen size Tempur-Pedic mattress ($2839), pharmacy desk 
lamp ($138), large geographic teal vase (599), tall navy vase with gold trim ($48), short navy vase with gold trim ($42). Photos by Mike Hnida 


feels as if they are beginning a new adventure. From the warm wel- team work with you to turn your house into a home. 

come, to the visual excitement, to the educational aspect of prod- Habitation offers a mid-century modern vibe with a dash of or- 

ucts, Havens and the rest of the team have you covered. ganic contemporary, industrial chic, and glam thrown in. “It’s all 
'The name of the showroom and design company is certainly | about creating a showroom that is exciting and fresh, yet approach- 

not a misnomer. If you were to look up “habitation” in the diction- able and realistic in terms of livability,” Havens says. “We feel com- 

ary, you would find “the state or process of living in a particular fortable placing a mid-century sofa next to a steel and stone side 

place, (formal) a place in which to live." Havens and therestofthe ^ table. Or taking something as timeless as a Chesterfield frame and 
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"We provide tablets to customers who can use them to 
scan QR codes on price tags to access third party reviews 
and compare prices with online retailers," 


pairing it with a modern glass coffee table and shaggy white rug. 
This is how people live today. They collect items for their home 
over a lifetime, items that they love, and the end result is an inter- 
esting home with an eclectic style truly all their own." 

With the variety of furniture styles and options available, Habi- 
tation focuses on quality and design; after all, trends are passing 
while style endures. "That's really how you pull off a blended look," 
Havens says. "You evaluate individual pieces in the context of the 
moment and bring them together. As long as you understand cer- 
tain interior design principles, the result is eclectically cool." 

Of course, in this day and age, Habitation doesn't just operate 
as a showroom for design inspiration. Havens says they are cater- 
ing to a generation that isn't just tech savvy; they live and breathe 
technology. Habitation is a new generation of retailer, embracing 
the shoppers who research products online at home for hours 
before making a purchase. 

“We provide tablets to customers who can use them to scan QR 
codes on price tags to access third party reviews and compare prices 
with online retailers," Havens says, noting that Habitation match- 
es most online prices. "The tablets connect wirelessly to 65-inch 
monitors so the customers and designers can ‘cast’ products to the 
screens without having to huddle over some paper design catalog." 

Habitation is even working with local apartment and condomini- 
um buildings to index their floor plans by unit so that residents can 
see immediately whether a particular piece will fit in their home. 
Not to mention there's a projector screen that can show special- 
order items in actual size. 

With all of these options to view furniture and designs in your 
space, how do you decide which pieces are for you? According to 
Havens, it's all about what speaks to you. "Make a space your own," 
she says. "We're here to help you bring it all together if you'd like, 
but when you look around your space, it should be filled with piec- 
es that bring you joy. Ignore the constraints of classification and 
make your own statement." 

Habitation's founder and chief curator, Greg Rich, selected 
vendors based on their style, quality, uniqueness, and value. From 
there, the Habitation team worked with the vendors to pick pieces 
that represented what they're all about. Then, the team considered 
what would work in the Minnesota market. *Because of our unique 
vendors and styles, there was a delicate balance between blending 
styles, textures, scale, and drama," Havens says. “Апа based on this, 
we were eventually able to define and build our unique showroom." 

Arare aspect of the partnership Habitation has with its vendors is 
the transparency in pricing. While many retailers go to great lengths 
to try and hide their supplier identities (either to keep competitors 
from stealing brands or, more often, to try and keep consumers from 
comparison shopping), Habitation rejects that completely. 

“АП of our furniture suppliers are named on the tags, their model 
numbers are cited, and the price is clearly marked," Havens says. 
“We want our customers to leave knowing they got great service and 
paid the best price possible (we do match most internet prices)." 

Habitation is not only a retail showroom, but also a home stag- 
ing business. With over 15,000 square feet of warehouse space 
with product immediately available, Karl Peltier, Habitation's stag- 
ing director, can make sure to provide you with the most effective 
styles to ensure your home sells quickly and easily. Whether you 
are interested in a complete staging, a photo styling session or 
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simply renting product, Habitation offers a variety of solutions to 
meet your staging needs. 

Ultimately, Havens says, life should be fun. Furniture should 
make you feel good. “At Habitation, we love to get to know our cli- 
ents on a personal level, allowing us to truly understand what their 
needs might be for their home,” she says. “We value the experience 
you have when you walk in our door, and we do our best to create 
an inviting place you feel comfortable being a part of. Whether you 
want а ‘tour’ through the shop, or you would like a walk-through on 
your own, we are here every step of the way." 


FRESH FALL DESIGN TRENDS 

Of course, when it comes to design advice, Havens and her 
team have that in spades. Up to date on all of the trends, the staff at 
Habitation is able to advise you on how to make the classic and the 
trendy fit into your decor scheme. Here, Havens offers four design 
trends for fall and how to best incorporate them into your space. 

What's happening on walls? 

Wallpaper is making a huge comeback! But before you start 
groaning about all of the hassle that comes with it, the best possible 
solution is Tempaper. Tempaper is a temporary self-adhesive wall- 
paper allowing you to actually embrace this upcoming trend with 
a vengeance! Whether your style is traditional, modern, or glam, 
'Tempaper will make a bold statement in any room, on any wall or 
mantle. And when you are ready to change your look, simply peel 
off like a sticky note. No scraping, chemicals, or heat needed. 

Spectacular Small Spaces 

Maximizing your space is not only one of the most on-trend 
things of the season, it is an ongoing way-of-life for a lot of people. 
Utilizing the extra room in the house with a dual function, such 
as an office-turned-guest room, can often lead to visual disappoint- 
ment as well as a non-functioning space. The Cabinetbed is the 
most cutting-edge use of space: not only is it an attractive piece 
consuming a small footprint of your home, it is an incredibly func- 
tional and highly comfortable TempurPedic bed for your guests. 

Pretty in Pink 

Pink is still all the rage this fall. Combined with a little glam, you 
have a hot combination of fabulously pretty. If you love the idea but 
you can't make the commitment, bring in the color subtly, with art, 
and pull out the punches of color in a bolder way, through accesso- 
ries. Leave your core pieces of furniture neutral and, when you are 
ready for the next color trend or style, simply swap out accessories. 

Statement Dining Tables 

Go bold this season with stunning dining room table designs. 
Nothing makes your house feel like a home more than a dinner 
party with friends, family, and good wine. “Finding a dining table 
that you love and yet represents your style can sometimes be a 
challenge, but at Habitation, we are happy to come to your home 
and help you make the best decision for your space and lifestyle,“ 
says David Borgula, director of interior design. B 
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HOME & GARDEN 


FALL 


BY SHANE LUECK 
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Archways and beams operate as "ceiling candy," adding extra dimension їо the space and drawing the eye upward. Photo courtesy of Kootenia Homes 


NEW AND REMODELED INSPIRATION AT THE 


PARADE OF HOMES 


“Welcome to the Fall Parade of Homes and Remodelers Showcase, 
where you're sure to find #YourDreamHome.” 

So reads the home page for the Parade of Homes website, and, 
truthfully, it's not a lie if you do it right. This year, parade goers are 
given the opportunity to tour 390 new homes from September 12- 
October 4 and 63 remodeled homes October 2-4. With that sheer 
number of homes available, there is no doubt that there's some- 
thing for everyone. 
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Even if you're not in the market to buy a home, the design inspi- 
ration is enough to spark creativity to update a room in your home. 
Тһе Parade of Homes recently completed a research study (using exit 
interviews, focus groups, and phone surveys) to determine why peo- 
ple enjoy the tour. Two clear groups were established: those who go 
for inspiration to see the latest and most exciting products, features, 
and designs for homes, often in a luxurious setting; and those who 
are planning to make a change to their housing situation and see the 
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Let's Talk 


Parade of Homes as a great resource to 
learn about what's available on the market 
(prices, neighborhoods, builders). 

Wendy Danks, director of marketing 
and communications for the Parade of 
Homes reflects on the 67 years the parade 
has been operating. "Just like Home and 
Garden TV, Houzz, Pinterest and other so- 
cial platforms that show photos and videos 
of homes, the Parade of Homes is all about 
showing you cool and interesting 'stuff' 
for homes," she says. "When you tour you 
actually get to touch and experience the colors, flow, style, and ma- 
terials in person (the best way to get a real sense of the spaces)." 

Тһе Parade of Homes has also been true to its promise: come and 
see the widest variety of home styles, sizes, prices, and types to tour, 
with no obligation. It's perfect for those in the early stages of looking 
for a home to do research about new construction, builders, and of 
course find a style that works for their family. But it's also perfect for 
finding that new color to paint your bedroom, a gorgeous lighting 
fixture that will fit in your dining room, even a new way of arranging 
furniture to make your room feel bigger. And of course, who doesn't 
like to visit those million-dollar homes just to see what they're like. 
'The lowest priced home on the tour is $184,000 and the highest is 
$3.7 million, and homes fall everywhere in between. 

For first time parade-goers, there are three simple tips to help 
make it an enjoyable experience. The first, and perhaps most of- 
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ten overlooked, is to wear comfortable, 
slip-on shoes with socks. Most homes you 
visit will ask that you remove your shoes 
in deference to the home's future owners. 
Next, be sure to ask questions and imag- 
ine yourself living there. 

Тһе last tip that Danks gives to new- 
comers is to use the website (www. 
paradeofhomes.org) to help narrow your 
search — filters for price, location, school 
district, size, and more can help you se- 
lect just the homes you want to tour. Then 
save them to your own Trip Planner (use the log-in at the top left) 
which can actually route your map between homes. Then when you 
tour, bring your smartphone or tablet and log into your Trip Plan- 
ner to take you to each home. 

"The people involved in building new homes, and remodeling 
current homes are truly artisans," Danks says. "They take huge 
pride in completing a house that will become the center of one fam- 
ily's life. I've been interviewing builders for over 35 years and I’ve 
never met anyone who said building homes was just a job — this is 
their way of leaving their stamp on the world." 

Parade-goers should be on the lookout for this year's Dream 
Homes. In each Parade of Homes event, the parade's charitable 
arm, the BATC Foundation, selects two-to-four homes that are tru- 
ly spectacular. Those homes are dubbed Dream Homes (or Dream 
Remodeled Homes in the Remodelers Showcase), where visitors 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 52 ваў» 
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Photos courtesy of Crystal Kitchen Center 


are asked to pay a charitable donation of 
$5 to tour. The proceeds then go toward 
building and remodeling homes for area 
families in need — like two current proj- 
ects: an adaptive new home being built for 
a wounded Afghanistan war veteran and a 
major remodeling project to make Blue- 
bird House (a group home where four 
medically fragile young men live) more 
comfortable and livable, including add- 
ing a family room so all four residents can 
spend time together in one space. 

Of course, every year brings something new to see in terms 
of layout, décor, colors, styles, etc. But the formula —tour hun- 
dreds of homes for free — hasn't changed. This year, the parade 
is again noting the homes that have a Green PathHome Perfor- 
mance Report (to help visitors understand expected energy use 
on these homes that have been independently inspected and 
rated). Unique to this fall, the parade has a focus on outdoor liv- 
ing, and there is a giveaway for a backyard barbecue party for 20, 
catered by the Rack Shack with a guest appearance by local radio 
celebrity Brian (BT) Turner. 

Parade-goers will note the focus on outdoor spaces with an 
Outdoor Living Section feature in the guidebook that showcases 
the latest trends in hardscapes and softscapes from the Builders 
Association of the Twin Cities KARE 11 Backyard build partners. 
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Mix-and-match wood is a trend seen throughout many homes on the tour. This mix of white cabinets and dark floors add ап unexpected touch ої panache. 


"The fact is, Minnesotans just can't 
get enough of the great outdoors. With 
long winter seasons can you blame us?" 
says Katy Baar, the Parade of Homes 
style editor. Baar notes that when it 
comes to homes to tour, the most impres- 
sive outdoor spaces can be found at the 
four Dream Homes, which feature over- 
the-top outdoor living spaces that are 
sure to impress. 

With most of the homes on the tour for 
sale, the Parade of Homes is obviously for 
shopping, but it's also for inspiration. It's easy to incorporate your fa- 
vorite features into your own home or plan for the day you purchase 
your dream home. From swapping out décor, to painting your walls, to 
replacing your kitchen backsplash or updating your light fixtures — 
there are endless possibilities. 

For more in-depth remodeling help, you'll want to tour the Re- 
modelers Showcase. This occurs during the last weekend of the Pa- 
rade of Homes and allows tour-goers to visit 63 remodeled homes. 

Whether it's looking for a new home, remodeling, or you're just 
looking for some inspiration to update your own space, Baar says 
you can find inspiration in everything, and make it fit your lifestyle. 
“Be creative, and know that there are no boundaries or limits,” she 
says. "Also, I've learned that while certain trends may come and go, 
the homes on the Parade of Homes are built by some of the best 
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The dark backdrop adds flair in this kitchen that uses shades of gray to create elegance. Photos courtesy of Vujovich Design Build 


builders in this industry, with customized 
finishes and architecture, plus tasteful 
design that's built with integrity that tran- 
scends the test of time." 

When it comes to design and décor, Baar 
recomends you go with what you love. “Тһе 
Parade of Homes is a great way to discover 
what you love and allows tour-goers to see 
multiple styles, price ranges, neighborhoods, 
and trends,” she says. “Mix and match to cre- 
ate your perfect home, and then go with the 
features you can't live without." 


FALL PARADE OF HOMES TRENDS 

With 390 new homes on the Fall Showcase, the design trends 
are vast and the inspiration is endless. Baar notes a few popular 
concepts you may see a lot of. 

Rustic Farmhouse Accents: Up-cycled barnwood or white 
bead-board used for accent walls. Sliding barn doors are popular and 
mini versions can sometimes be seen in the family room to hide the 
ТУ. Wooden ceiling beams. Farmhouse sinks and rustic accessories. 
'This look pairs nicely with other styles, even contemporary. 

Shades of Gray: Still a popular tone, you'll see a lot of gray walls 
on the Fall Tour. Dark, charcoal/black walls take this trend to another 
level. The dark walls add drama and flare, plus a touch of elegance. For 
a kids space, a black chalkboard wall will be a fun and perfect addition. 
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Mixed metals and the return of 
gold: We're seeing a lot more gold ac- 
cents, lighting and knob/drawer pulls 
than previous years, though silver and 
pewter tones are still popular. Mixing your 
metals is a look that works as well! 

Open shelves or glass-front cabi- 
nets show off beautiful dishware and ac- 
cessories. This is a popular look in a white 
kitchen with a monochromatic style. 

Pattern and texture: The Moroccan 
trellis pattern is hugely popular and ex- 
tremely versatile. From pillows and throws to lighting and back- 
splash, wallpaper, and carpet, this pattern is everywhere! 

Ceiling candy: Lot's of ceiling beams and ornate detailing. In 
our Dream Homes you'll also find impressive archways and tex- 
tured ceilings. 

Painted Islands: There are a lot of white kitchens on the Parade 
of Homes and, with a neutral backdrop, many kitchens feature paint- 
ed islands for pops of color or mix-and-match wood (for instance, 
white kitchen cabinets combined with a dark-stained wood island) 

Upstairs loft spaces are a popular feature among family 
homes because they can serve as an added media/play room or 
study area for schoolwork. 

Bonus rooms: extra spaces can be converted into a room that 
fits your lifestyle. Most common are exercise rooms, craft rooms, 
and basement wine rooms. в 
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FALL 


BY ANDY LIEN pv. 
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Kevin Ortner. Photo courtesy of Renters Warehouse. 


Тһе rental market has been on an upswing in the Twin Cities with 
properties being in demand and rents being on the rise. Plenty of 
people in this community have been homeowners, but what happens 
when it's time to move in together and go from two homes to one? Do 
you sell or do you rent? What if an elder parent needs to move out of 
their home for assisted living or nursing home care? What can be done 
with a house if you have to relocate for a job? The answer lies in hiring 
a property management company. 

A friend of mine recently went from managing his own rental to 
hiring professionals to do it and not only felt a huge weight lift from his 
shoulders when he learned about what he wouldn't have to do any lon- 
ger, but also felt his wallet expand a little when he learned where the 
professionals would price his place and how much more he could get 
for it on a monthly basis. Is hiring a property management company 
for you? What is there to know about it? I had a chance to do a Q&A 
with Kevin Ortner, CEO of Renters Warehouse, to learn about how 
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Renters Warehouse manages properties based on its ^4-Step Process" 
of getting the best price, finding the right tenants, handling the prop- 
erty management, and protecting against the unexpected. 

What is Renters Warehouse and what area does it cover? 

Kevin Ortner: Renters Warehouse was founded by Brenton 
Hayden in 2007 and is one of the fastest-growing, most-awarded, and 
highestreviewed property management companies in America. We 
are also proud to be the largest in Minnesota. We manage over 10,000 
properties nationwide and our team of professional landlords are dedi- 
cated to helping everyday homeowners lease and manage their resi- 
dential real estate with confidence. We currently boast 28 franchises in 
over 15 states and growing. 

What is included in hiring a property management company? 
Will I get out of fixing leaky faucets? How about shoveling snow? 

KO: We work to collect your rent, in full and on time, every month. 
We coordinate all maintenance requests, including fixing those leaky 
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faucets; however, the owner will be respon- 
sible for the cost of the repairs. We handle 
all legal paperwork and red tape and we 
assist with compliance. When necessary, 
we carry out evictions and enforce leases. 
Most importantly, we work closely with 
you to protect your property, 365 days out 
of the year. 

What are the fees and how are they 
determined? 

KO: Our pricing structure is based 
on the number of units, the length of the 
leases, and other factors. There are some 
very basic tables on our website showing 
the prices for tenant placement (one to two 
months rent), property management pric- 
ing ($50-80 per month), and curveball pro- 
tection ($15-30 per month). Condos and 
houses are the same as far as fee is con- 
cerned, but there is a discount for having 
multiple units at the same location, up to as 
many as 50 units in a multi-unit dwelling. 

What’s the best kind of property for 
a landlord? Is it just houses, or do con- 
dos work? 

KO: Single family homes are the most 
popular, regardless of what type of building 
it is. The average renter is a family of four. 
It’s not just young adults who aren’t ready 
to commit and who move around a lot. The 
rental market is changing; everyone enjoys 
the freedom, but they want the benefits of 
owning, too. 

What happens if I sell the property? 

KO: If a person sells a home mid- 
lease, the homeowner has an opportunity 
to negotiate with the tenant. It’s a matter 
of breaking the lease. Renters Warehouse 
can help, but it is ultimately up to the nego- 
tiations with the tenant. We find that sales 
tend to be from property owner to property 
owner, not breaking any lease. And Renters 
Warehouse can assist so that people can 
sell to other investment property owners. 

Before you sell, make sure you do the 
math first. A quick cash-on-cash analysis 
will tell you whether it really makes finan- 
cial sense to sell. We offer a free rent vs. 
sell guidebook to help you assess your per- 
sonal situation from a financial opportunity 
standpoint. If selling your home is the right 
option for you, RW Realty, our sister tradi- 
tional real estate division, can help you sell 
and buy a new property. 

If I have a home in another state, can 
Renters Warehouse help me with that? 

KO: Of course! Renters Warehouse 
is the proud owner of 28 franchises in 15 
states and counting. We're actively adding 
additional locations across the country, so 
even if we're not in your state now, keep 


checking back! 

Because the GLBT community is a 
minority group that is not embraced 
by all Minnesotans, are there ways 
to protect a home from renters who 
might be anti-gay? How can this de- 
mographic protect itself in renting out 
its property? 

KO: We absolutely abide by the federal 
fair housing laws, as well as all state and 
local anti-discrimination laws when con- 
necting homeowners with renters. ДІЇ real 
estate advertised by Renters Warehouse 
is subject to the federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise "апу 
preference, limitation, or discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, handi- 
cap, familial status, or national origin, or in- 
tention to make such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." 

In addition, Renters Warehouse shall 
not refuse to rent, or discriminate in the 
terms, conditions or privileges of the ten- 
ancy, to any person due to his/her race, 
color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, 
marital status, status with regard to pub- 
lic assistance, handicap (whether physical 
or mental), sexual orientation, or family 
status. Renters Warehouse understands 
further that local ordinances may include 
other protected classes. 

So, there are protections in place for 
both the property owners and the prospec- 
tive tenants that there can be no discrimi- 
nation based on sexual orientation. After 
that and our extensive background check- 
ing, there's no way to know how someone 
will behave in their living space. We can't 
really dig into how people think or feel. 
We have owners and tenants of all stripes. 
What Renters Warehouse does offer is to 
be the buffer between the two. By having 
a property management company, there is 
the option of anonymity. The owner may 
not be known by the tenant and the two 
might pass each other on the street with- 
out having any knowledge. Of course, if 
the tenant is doing something illegal on the 
property, having a property management 
company to enforce the lease is a benefit to 
the property owner. As the face of the land- 
lord, we would find this out through our 
random and routine property inspections. 
And then we can go through the process 
to remove them from the home. The best 
background checks in the world are great, 
but we don't always know what's in their 
hearts and minds. 


For more information about Renters Ware- 
house, go to www.renterswarehouse.com. 
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HOME & GARDEN 


FALL 


BY SHANE LUECK 


HOT РКОРЕКІ 


Photos courtesy of Iron River Construction 


Тһе trends forecast is in, and "extra room" attic spaces are here 
to stay. The potential is endless; with the space being converted into 
a bedroom, family room, or an office, attics allow homeowners the op- 
portunity to customize their home to fit their needs. 

When Mandy French and Carol Kratzer bought their home in 
2002, the attic was unfinished and they always planned to build out 
that space at some point, even including it in their overall financial 
plan. The women worked very closely with their financial advisor and 
started saving in 2008 to turn it into their master bedroom suite. 

By 2013 they were meeting with Iron River Construction for anoth- 
er project and decided to show the space to Tracy Dahlin (the owner 
and president of Iron River). A few months later, the couple started 
the initial meetings to get the estimate for the attic remodel. From 
there, the project was broken into three phases: framing, electrical, 
plumbing, and windows; foam insulation; and drywall, flooring, paint, 
plumbing fixtures, tile, tub, and finishing touches. 

"Working with clients and creating a relationship is top priority in 
any remodeling project let alone one of this large size and with this 
many details," says Rick Tollerud, senior project manager. "This was 
our fourth project with Mandy and Carol, so we had a fantastic and very 
open relationship. Anything and everything was discussed as options." 
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Initially the project was forecast to take place over two years to 
coincide with French and Kratzer's cash flow and savings plan. With 
the help of short term financing, the women were able to accelerate 
the timeline to nine months. 

"Our biggest concern was having all these guys come in and out of 
our house for nine months and our dog Pablo,” French says. “Fortu- 
nately, we were able to work from home two days per week and we had 
doggy day care (aka my uncle who lives a few miles away). Our work/ 
life schedule had to adjust accordingly for that." 

Other concerns around the project were about cost. French and 
Kratzer know from experience that even when you plan very thought- 
fully, unplanned expenditures do occur. Increase in cost of supplies 
is what impacted the overall cost for this project. Through consistent 
and honest communication between them and Iron River, the project 
was able to move ahead without issue. 

Even with timeline changes during the course of the project, the 
couple didn't experience much negative impact since this was an 
addition to their existing living space. “We had a bedroom and bath- 
room downstairs," French says. "We were purchasing furniture and 
storing them in our living room and office. It was very exciting 
once everything was done so we could move it upstairs because we 
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Photo courtesy of Iron River Construction 


Photo by Mandy French 


The round lipless shower design came from their love of 
traveling and time spent in Mexico 


could reclaim space on the main floor as well." 

Staying true to the home was at the heart of the remodel design. 
With a 1936 Tudor 1.5-story home, the women wanted to stay within 
that style, have a very open floor plan, and optimize storage space. 
'This included keeping all the angles of the peaks as well as the ex- 
posed brick of the fireplace. 

For a color palette, the couple wanted to stay very neutral (black 
and white) and incorporate color with furniture, rugs, art, and other 
accessories. The color scheme for tile in the bathroom was pulled 
from the original bathroom on the main floor: black and white with 
seafoam green accents. Antique sconces were purchased as well as 
recreated art deco sconces over the sink. 

Тһе round lipless shower design came from their love of traveling 
апа time spent in Mexico where they found “all-tile bathrooms that 
flow into an open shower (no glass door or shower curtain)," French 
says. Then they included "а stand-alone six-foot-long clawfoot bathtub 
that was custom painted black on the outside. ‘Go big or go home,’ we 
said. We definitely splurged a bit on the tub." 

According to Tollerud, the clawfoot tub was an adventure in itself, 
weighing in at over 500 pounds. "The only way to get it upstairs was to 
take it out of the crate and physically carry it," he says. "Keep in mind, 
it has a finished exterior in black, if we scratched it, any paint touch up 
would show and not look good. Needless to say, we did not scratch the tub 
but it did take six guys to get it upstairs with a lot of grunting and sweat!" 

Тһе three brick posts were also an intentional design decision that 
arose out of a necessity for structural support. Not wanting to have a 
wooden or dry-walled post, the two decided to pull the brick element 
from their fireplace out into the space and reclaimed Chicago-style 
brick from their neighbor's driveway to cover the posts. 

With the open floor plan (the curved shower is the only wall in 
the suite), moisture is not an issue, but of course an exhaust fan was 
added to assist. Aside from moisture, another concern for French and 
Kratzer was needing the space to be quiet and energy efficient. “We 
used solid spray foam insulation for the entire attic space," Tollerud 
says. "This, indeed, has created a quiet and warm space to enjoy." 

According to French, this project has exceeded all expectations. 
^We loved watching our dream and plan come to life," she says. "It 
was a very collaborative relationship which was very important to us 
considering we were spending a pretty large sum of money and it's our 
house which we already love." 
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Тһе one lesson that French learned through this process is patience 
pays off, and gives one piece of advice to anyone else seeking to remod- 
el: know your requirements and stay true to yourself and your home. 

"Be flexible with your time and the timeline," she says. "Ве aware 
that there are things out of your control that will change the plans in- 
cluding city code/ordinances and structural limitations. Be open dur- 
ing the design phase — if you don't like something, speak up; if you 
really like something, speak up. And make sure you and your partner 
are aligned on things before meeting with the designer. You don't want 
to spend 30 minutes arguing when you can be moving forward with 
decisions (designer's time is valuable!). If you need a tie breaker that's 
what your designer is for." 

Tollerud offers similar advice. He says to do your research and 
make sure you build a strong relationship with your general contrac- 
tor. "You will be working closely together and nothing can be held 
back," he says. “It must be very open and honest communication. 
Without that, you will not have a successful project." 

In order to have that trust and communication with your contrac- 
tor, Dahlin suggests treating your initial conversation as an interview 
rather than an estimate, as prices should all be in the same range. For 
example, are they licensed and do they appear organized, ask perti- 
nent questions about your project, and listen well? 

One important question to ask them is how long the contractor has 
been in business. According to Dahlin, most companies (remodelers 
included), fail within five years, and you want someone to answer the 
phone in the future if there's a problem. 

Aside from being in business for just a short while, Dahlin notes 
some other warning signs, such as a contractor that is unlicensed, 
hard to get a hold of, asks you to pull the permit, uses unmarked ve- 
hicles, or will not work with signed contracts. If that doesn't throw 
you off, be on the lookout for a contractor with no physical address 
or who uses vague contracts (such as new kitchen counters, cabinets, 
and flooring for $20,000 with no specifications as to materials, sizes, 
areas, or scheduling). 

As for French and Katzer, their remodel plans are never quite com- 
plete. With a kitchen project dreamed up for the future, they are bask- 
ing in their new master bedroom. “Our family and friends love the 
space," French says. "There is a waiting list to come over and use the 
tub and shower. We get asked, "When are you going out of town again? 
We'll house sit for you." 8 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Fiat 500Х 


Remember that rainbow-striped vehicle 
that appeared in Lavender magazine right after 
Twin Cities Pride? You know, the orange one 
that followed the women's motorcycle contin- 
gent in Detroit's Motor City Pride parade? Yes, 
that one! 

Well, there is one bit of truth to be told 
about that rainbow-striped car: it's part of a plot 
by the Fiat brand to love us. 

Yes, Fiat. The Italian brand that sells a cute 
little hatchback (500), its mean little brother 
(Abarth), and that wagon (500L) that looks like 
both of them. You see, the one thing I forgot 
to report from my trip to Motor City Pride was 
how Fiat wanted to reach out to the GLBT com- 
munity as being the preferred brand of choice. 
They want us to drive 500s, Abarths, and 500Ls 
instead of Subarus and Mitsubishis. 

Perhaps there is some argument for this 
rationale. Fiats are fashionable, fun, and Eu- 
ropean. They are also part of a company that 
truly backs up their support of our community 


through their work with their employees and 
beyond. Since we care about both aspects in an 
automobile, it seems that they are on the right 
track in wooing for our business. 

While the 500, Abarth, and 500L are fine, 
there seems to be something missing in the 
Fiat lineup. Considering that most consumers 
these days are looking at crossovers, maybe 
there is something Fiat could offer us in one of 
those — perhaps a “cute ute." 

This is why the 2016 Fiat 500X was the 
"grand marshal” of the Motor City Pride ра- 
rade. It represents something we might actu- 
ally want to buy. 

When we received our 500X, we were a bit 
let down. It was not in that orange color that 
I saw in Detroit. Nor did it sport its rainbow 
striping and lettering. It was simply plain. Or- 
dinary. Mundane. Moreover, it has a name: Bi- 
anco Gelato. 

This non-parade car is really a looker in its 
own right. The shape is inspired by the little 


Cinquecento, which in itself is inspired by the 
original 1957 minicar that put many Italians back 
behind the wheel. The basic shape was super- 
sized to cover a platform that already spawned 
the also new Jeep Renegade. This marks the 
first real crossover developed by Fiat, but it is by 
no means the first to drive all four wheels. Also 
underpinning the 500X is a vehicle that inspired 
the Renegade: the Fiat Panda 4X4. Since the 
1980s, Italian farmers found that the little Panda 
was able to run through fields, ford creeks, and 
tackle rocky terrain just like one of those Subaru 
wagons of yore. 

Being stretched out on a larger platform, 
there were some considerations to adapt the 
500’s style on the new crossover. The front 
end was widened with a longer hood area and 
a much larger roofline to accommodate four 
doors. The 500X ends with more inspiration 
from the smaller two-door hatch. The ground 
clearance is 7.9 inches, which makes for a good 
height to deal with snow in the winter. This 
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RIDE REVIEW 


Easy model wears 17-inch aluminum wheels 
with Nexen tires. 

Inside offers more continuity with both the 
500 and 500L, though the instrument panel 
has an appliqué matching the body color, just 
like the smaller 500. The instrument binnacle 
has three large dials, the center being a TFT 
screen that reads out everything from vehicle, 
trip, and fuel economy data. The gas and tem- 
perature gauges flank the center dial, with the 
speedometer and tachometer with their own 
dial off to the side. Up in the middle of the cen- 
ter stack is the touchscreen housing the UCon- 
nect screen, whereas climate controls and mul- 
timedia connections are down below toward 
the console. One new touch on the 500X is the 
push button ignition, something of an influence 
from the Chrysler side of the FCA house. 

Seating is on the firm side, but they are 
really big chairs from which to command the 
road. The Easy model wears durable cloth that 
is OK to the touch. There is some bolstering to 
lock in most bodies, but taller folks may have to 
find some additional comfort behind the wheel. 
There is plenty of room for front occupants, but 
rear space is OK. Average-sized bodies will be 
fine in the rear seat. Cargo space is quite de- 
cent with 18.5 cubic feet behind the rear seats, 


expanding to 50.5 cubic feet overall. The slope 
of the rear window would prevent very tall 
items to be carried properly, however a panel 
could be removed for more depth by about a 
few inches. 

'Two engines power the 500X. Fiat's 1.4-liter 
Multiair turbocharged four-cylinder is usually 
found on the lower priced Pop model, connect- 
ed to a six-speed manual transmission. This 
Easy model came equipped with the Chrysler- 
sourced 2.4-liter Multiair II four-cylinder en- 
gine with 180 horsepower and 175 pound-feet 
of torque on tap. A nine-speed automatic was 
attached to this engine, sending power to an 
al-wheel drive system. Performance is slug- 
gish in the low gears, but it will work itself out 
at speed. It does get noisy at those lower gears, 
though the 500X is not exactly serene at high- 
way speeds. 

'The 500X could be one of the better driving 
vehicles of its type with better stability through 
the curves and on the road. The ride is well- 
dampened, absorbing the rough parts well. 
Gravel driving yields plenty of ground noise, 
but the 500X is stable on this type of surface. 
Dirt roads should be just fine for the 500X. 

A thick steering wheel helps rudder a good 
and precise steering system. On-center feel is 


fine and the system reacts well to the wheel 
with solid feel on the road. Brakes are very 
good with solid and quick stops in normal and 
panic situations. 

Тһе 500X is promising good fuel economy 
for its class, as it will be one of the biggest sell- 
ing points for any subcompact crossover. The 
EPA states that this particular 500X will get 
21MPG in the city, ЗОМРС on the highway. It 
should be fine for fuel economy overall. 

The base Pop model starts out at $20,000. 
'To step up to the Easy, as equipped with dual 
pane moonroof, navigation and a few extras, 
it would cost you $27,200. Keep in mind there 
are three other models above the Easy: the 
Lounge, Trekking, and Trekking Plus. 

For being a "grand marshal" of a Pride pa- 
rade, the new Fiat 500X has accomplished a 
potential connection to our demographic. It is 
different, cheeky, and useful. Its style alone is 
worth the look. Oh, and don't forget, it's Euro- 
pean...wait, Italian! 

Perhaps Fiat has us figured out. Since we sup- 
posedly like to be stylish, we would mostly likely 
be a perfect customer for their vehicles. The 
500X is closer to what we might be looking for in 
these parts: something that could get us through 
all seasons while looking, well, fabulous. m 


THE JUNGLE THEATER 


JUNGLETHEATER.COM 612-822-7063 


66 | LAVENDER | SEPTEMBER 17-30, 2015 


Terry Hempleman and Angela Timberman 


daily stories! 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Kudos to Linda Raines 
for compiling the top 5 


Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


“Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc.” 
“Some find this endearing, but І find it annoying.” 
“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 


“The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to.” 


, 


Listen to Pierre Tardif's 
"insufferable" delivery 
of BigGayNews on 
iTunes' Podcasts. 


Subscribe on iTunes! 


OUR LAVENDER 


LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS COURTESY OF UNION 


МІХ 
UNION ROOFTOP 


SEPTEMBER 6, 2015 


TWO GREAT DINING 


DESTINATIONS IN ONE BUILDING! 
i; 


UNION ROOFTOP шы | GRILL 


Features the only year-round glass enclosed On the шай level, features top quality 
& heated rooftop in Minnesota with breathtaking American fare & a variety of bar snacks, burgers, 
views of the Downtown Minneapolis skyline. sandwiches, tons of TV's, bar games & more! 


731 Hennepin Ave. | Downtown Mpls | 612.455.6690 | www.UNIONMPLS.com 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Earlier this week, I sent my three dogs to a 
two-week obedience boot camp. Since they are 
my dogs, it goes without saying that they have 
never in their lives been disciplined. So, they 
were understandably confused when my local 
dog trainer — whose eerie command over the 
canine world has turned him into a type of mes- 
sianic cult figure in my town — came to collect 
them for sleep-away camp and immediately began 
barking orders at them. 

Livia, my female miniature schnauzer, and 
Nettie, my French bulldog, quickly fell under his 
spell and eagerly followed him into his truck — a 
pair of willing devotees, happily awaiting orders 
to kill on his command. But Fredo, my male 
schnauzer who was once ejected from puppy 
school for lifting his leg on the instructor one 
too many times, rooted himself at my side and 
refused to budge. He had to be carried, kicking 
and squealing, into the truck. Then, as the truck 
pulled out of my driveway, he stared directly into 
my soul, his eyes filled with equal measures of 
terror and betrayal. 

As I weakly waved goodbye, the tears started, 
and didn't stop until I lulled myself to sleep with a 
medicinal bottle of cabernet. 

I awoke the next morning, dog-less for the 


Dog Days 


first time in years. I looked at myself in the bath- 
room mirror, my face swollen from a night of 
weeping and my lips stained from the wine. “5о, 
this is what I look like when I'm in love,” I said to 
my reflection. 

Regular readers of this column (are there 
any?) know that earlier this year I reconnected 
with the great love of my life after a 25-year ab- 
sence. From the moment we reunited, we entered 
into an impenetrable bubble of enchantment that 
protected us from any threat to our supreme bliss. 

There were no clouds on the horizon! But, 
then, on the first evening she spent at my house, 
a small storm began to shape in the distance. As 
we made our way into my bedroom, we were fol- 
lowed by my tiny pack of ill-mannered beasts. 
They hopped into bed and quickly formed a dog- 
wall between us. 

"The dogs sleep with us?" she asked, clearly 
nonplussed by the arrangement. 

"Ummm, yeah?" I said, carefully. 

This led to our first uncomfortable standoff, 
with her silently demanding that I order the dogs 
off the bed, and me internally screaming: "ОЇ 
course they sleep with me! Where else would 
they sleep?" 

I blinked first. 


I very reluctantly led the dogs out of the bed- 
room and cordoned them off. They howled relent- 
lessly in disbelief and I pouted. Finally, I got out 
of bed and joined them in solidarity. We spent the 
night crammed onto a day bed, the dogs sleeping 
fitfully while I wrestled with my options. 

I have a long history of refusing to make 
sacrifices in relationships. This may explain my 
stunningly impressive failure rate in this arena. 
And I certainly had never even considered put- 
ting a partner's needs before my pets' smallest 
desires. 

Ilooked down at the dogs, snoring, drooling, 
and snuffling at my side. Normally I would find 
this charming. But, suddenly, it dawned on me 
that I had chosen to sleep in a cot with these dis- 
gusting brutes instead of with my nice, clean girl- 
friend in a big bed with 500-count Egyptian cotton 
sheets. I slipped out of the room, and crawled 
back into bed, making a graceful reentry into the 
happiest relationship of my life. 

When I told my girlfriend that the dogs had 
been shipped off for obedience school, she nod- 
ded in approval. Then she asked, “When do you 
get trained?" 

“I think it's started already," I said. m 


Make peace with food. 


Life is complicated enough without adding food 
and body issues into the mix. Our experienced 
and compassionate staff knows eating disorders, 
often from personal experience, and can help with 
proven programs tailored to all genders. There is 


hope for lasting recovery. 


(9) 


The Emily Program 


Real help for eating disorders 


Twin Cities locations with hours and options that fit your schedule. 


(888) EMILY-77 • emilyprogram.com 
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* EXPERIENCED 
CX ADVERTISING 
ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 


Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


ADVERTISER INDEX 
prc —MÀ—À— [Fa хынын Jn 


Adult 

MegaMates. 69 
Squirt - PressNet, Inc. 69 
Arts & Entertainment 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 221 
Jungle Theater... 66 
Radio K 770 . 49 
Stonewall Movie... 58 
Automotive 

Borton Volvo .. 65 
Fiat Minneapol 5 
Kline Nissan... SA 
LaMettry's Collisio .29 
Morrie's Brooklyn Park Subaru 17 
Carousel Porsche 25 
Rosedale Chevrolet.. 63 
Sears Imported Auto: 16 
White Bear Mitsubishi.. 7 
Bars & Nightlife 

19 Bar 40 
Gay 90's 4 


Union Rooftop, Union Ваг & Grill, 
Rev Lounge - 


Beauty & Relaxation 

Good Look Ink. 4 
Beverages 

Lowry Hill Liquors, Lakeside 

Wine & Spirits.. 29 
Business Services 

The Minnehaha Mile... 31 
Dating Services 

Elite Private Search... 37 
Event Venues & Services 

D'Amico & Partners. 27 
Events 

Bingo A Go Go. 21 
Junk Bonanza... 15 
Lavender's First Thursdays 3155 
Lavender's Score Thursdays. 23 
Midwest Home Show... 47 
Mpls.StPaul Magazin 23 
Financial 

Edward Jones . 19 
ROR Tax Professionals. 15 


Wells Fargo Bank. п 
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Floral & Garden 
Dale Green Co. 


Gifts 
Fantasy Gifts... 


Grocery Stores 
Mississippi Market... 


Health & Wellness 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota ....... 10 
Boulevard Chiropractic 
Burns, Steve... 
Emily Program 
HCMC..... 
Mill District Dental. 
The Balancing Acl... 
University of Minnesota, Infectious Diseases.. 75 


Home Furnishings & Accessories 
FrameWorthy. 
Furniture and Things. 
litle Blind Spot. 
Plants and Thin, 
Habitation Furniture + Desig 


Home Services 
AAA Movers.. 
American Glass & Mirror. 
С.АР. Carpet & Flooring. 
Garlock French Roofing 
Hirshfield's.. 
House Lift Remodeler 
Ispiri a 

Metro Heating & Cooling 
Minnesota Exteriors Inc. 


Pride Custom Paintin 
Quarve Contracting In 
Seestedt's 
Shelter i N 
Soderlin Plumbing, Heating & Air 
Conditioning . 
Twin Cities Closet Co. 
Vojovich Design Buil 


Insurance 
Bartell, Dawn ... --10 
Horizon Agency... 2265 


Jewelry 

Hoff Jewelry. 

JB Hudson Jewelers... 
Max's 

Scheherazade Jeweler: 
Shane Co. 
Wedding Day Diamonds 


ЕЕЕ 
; 


R 


m 
ICTURES. AUGUS 
WEDDINGS PART 2 


2. 


= 


Legal 

Cloutier Law Offices. 
Heltzer & Houghtaling.. 
Jerry Burg, Attorney at Law. 
Johnson, Randal 
Moshier, Becky. 
Robichaud & Alcantara, РА. 


Malls & Shopping Centers 
Shops at West End, The... 


Media & Communications 
АМ950 Radio... 


Mortgage 
First Equity Mortgage......... 
Alerus Mortgage ............ 


Organizations 
The Aliveness Project 
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly.. 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Donavon Keeney. 

Loring Park Apartments 
One Ten Grant Apartments. 
Parade of Homes. 
Premier Management 
Renters Warehouse... 
Doreen Yaggie- Edina Realty. 


Restaurants 
Burger Мое"... " 
Crooners Lounge and Supper Club . 
Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta. 
Melting Pot, The. 
Wilde Roast Cafe.. 


Sports & Recreation 
Premier Pool & Spa... 


Travel & Accommodations 
Water Street Inn..... 
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FREE TO LISTEN 
AND REPLY TO ADS 


FIND REAL GAY MEN NEAR YOU 


Minneapolis: 


(952) 938-8700 (763) 226-2929 
(612) 465-7255 


St. Paul: 
(651) 305-2737 


www.megamates.com 18+ 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 69 


ТНЕ МЕТМ/ОВК 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


FRAMING 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


AUTO DEALERS 


Looking to buy a new or pre-owned 
sexy car? All makes & Models. 


Honor all buying programs 
ч and credit union deals! 
b. | Good or Bad credit accepted. 


iasedale 


АЛЫУҒА www.rosedalechev.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


а | 
(МАСЕЛ/ 2222 ) 


FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barryGlavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORIST 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Colorful Fall 
Mums Are In! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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FramingBy LLC 
— Mn Contact us for all your art framing 
needs! Mobile consults available. 


JASON KEMP 


| 612-868-9544 
framingbyjason.vpweb.com 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
* Training courses 


Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 


Circle Pines, MN - 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


Struggling with 
Substance Abuse? 
Take the 1st step & call 


PRIDE Institute, the nation's 1st, 
exclusive, LGBT treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. IDE 
952-934-7554 ІЗӨІТІЛГЕ 


[a Hey LGBT Community 


PLUMBING * HEATING • COOLING 


We're your expert home heating, 
cooling and plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


612-205-5618 


Sq n TX 
гоа ВЮ д 


SERVIGE 
AWARD 
\ 


construction inc. 
n 


"s that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN 
Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency ^ 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICEI 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ІБА Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


INSURANCE 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Insurance Agency 


А 952-853-9077 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com 
Шынылы www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


ТНЕ МЕТМ/ОВК 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


& StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


PAINTERS 


Pride Custom Painting 
763-251-3811 
Interior « Exterior « Staining 


Visit pepmsp.com for special offers. 


REAL ESTATE 


Koccom 


EDINA REALTY manu 


612%834%2300 2 
lynnrossomGedinarealty.com 


christopher j friend 
urban realtor 


COMMUNITY Starts At Home А 


Ec 


Scott Belcher Results 
612-805-8880 :. esus em 
scottbelcher.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 


BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


F 72 
У ес BURNET 
М Making Dreams Соте Home™| 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


"CREEK 
GOLF COURSE 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 


(952) 955-3600 24 


WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Paul Williams Tire & Auto Care is your Family-Owned 
GLBT+ friendly tire & automotive service headquarters! 
Come visit us at our convenient Uptown location- 510 W. 
Lake St. Minneapolis. (612) 823-8255. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee shop. Food & 
coffee created by a staff that cares! Meeting Space with a 
gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 
(612) 724-9895, www.fireroastcafe.com. 


EVENT PLANNING 
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professional attendant will guarantee your guests have a 
great time. Large booth, props, & everyone gets a print. 
www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, (612) 246-3711. 


COTTAGE HOUSE » An Occasional Market • Next sale: A 
FALL FLING - OCTOBER 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Wed 1-7, Thur-Fri 
10-7, Sat-Sun 10-6 « 4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, 
MN. www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours Custom Designed 
Jewelry, we create unique engagement & wedding 
rings, & more! Expert jewelry restorations &repairs. 
Passion fuels everything we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, (612) 746-0508. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS 


AUTHENTIC INVESTIGATIONS - Professional investigators 
providing services to individuals, corporations, insurance 
companies and attorneys. Licensed, bonded, and insured 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin. www.authenticinvestigations. 
com. (612) 871-7244. 


REAL ESTATE 


MINNEAPOLIS' BEST GAY REALTORS! Instant Free 
Access to the Twin Cities and Nations Top LGBT Realtors. 
FREE Buyers Representation + FREE Sellers Competitive 
Market Analysis + FREE Relocation Kit any City, USA. Be 
Represented! Choose your Perfect Agent On-line at; www. 
GayRealEstate.com. 


RENTALS - RESIDENTIAL 


Whispering Pines Apartments, 7 NE 5th Ave., Forest Lake, 
MN, 651-464-4406. Public Housing Waiting List Closing 
October 31, 2015. An Equal Housing Opportunity Provider. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your electric bill with 
Energy Concepts. Great incentives available now for limited 
time for solar electric and thermal! Call for free evaluation. 
www.EnergyConcepts.us, (715)381-9977. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday parties, 
corporate events, wedding receptions, and more! An 
incomparable experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your event needs. 
TheCrownRoomRogers.com, (763) 428-8181. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 71 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

Тһе AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 
www.capsprogram.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EVENT VENUES 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/ Weddings 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneap;olis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 
www.womansclub.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

CANTUS 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 

Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, celebration 
of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 


(612) 822-7063 
www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 
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Northrop - University of RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral Visit Duluth 
Minnesota All God's Children Metropolitan | Wherever you are on your faith Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
An epicenter of discovery and Community Church journey... Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 


transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 2076 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 
www.tcpride.org 


A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 
www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

A113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus’ transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 
www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Welcomes You. Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 


519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN events. 
(612) 870-7800 21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
www.ourcathedral.org Duluth, MN 


(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran www.visitduluth.com 


Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 СІВТ softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 

Minnesota State Fair 

The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 
is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. М. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 

http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Roommate 


An empty lecture hall in the middle of the 
night. I’m оп my back; he's on top of me. Kiss- 
ing hard. Loving rough. I’m wrapped around 
him, running my fingers through his hair. 

Until my head falls off my hand and I jerk 
out of a dream. Economics 110 materializes. 

А girl sitting beside me pokes me. “Неу,” 
she whispers. *You were sleeping." 

Мо shit. | stand up and leave. 

It's just after Labor Day in Chapel Hill, in 
the days when summer folds into fall. I've been 
a freshman at the University of North Carolina 
for a month and a half and have known my 
roommate for just as long, paired at random by 
the university. We've already experienced so 
much together, not the least of which includes 
him witnessing me cut through the hearts of 
three different men. I was better looking then, 
gorgeous even, or so he's said. He's paid me 
such compliments despite him knowing that 
I'm gay and despite him being straight. Maybe 
this soft attention draws me to him; I'm excru- 
ciatingly infatuated. 

He is the perfect roommate. His side of our 
dorm room is messy, not dirty; he's liberal, a 
brilliant student, an avid reader, and collegiate- 
level athlete. Together we venture to pre-rush 
frat parties, where boys meet friends and flirt 
platonically, where I fish the girls for him and 
he fishes boys of questionable sexuality for 
me. We do our laundry together, study togeth- 
er, and eat together. We already have inside 
jokes, and from day one we've known what a 
necktie on the door handle means. 

Today he is teaching me how to play Fris- 
bee on the quad outside our dorm. The lawn 


is full and soft beneath my bare feet; the fra- 
grance of late-summer blossoms fills the wind. 
Boys from our residence hall are playing catch 
with a football outside a neighboring all-girls 
dorm. The quiet boy who lives alone in a room 
down from our own is practicing guitar on our 
stoop, and a girl on a picnic blanket across the 
way is sketching him; I wonder if he knows. 

Ihave a date tomorrow with someone who's 
asked to give me a primer in Ultimate Frisbee. 
I don't want to embarrass myself, so my room- 
mate agreed to provide me with a tutorial. 

“You must like this dude, whoever he is," 
he says and slaps my shoulder. “І mean, you 
learning a sport for a man? Who would have 
guessed?" 

"You are such a jerk." 

Mark probes me about the upcoming date 
— where, when, what the guy looks like (“you 
think he's cute?"), on and on. He grills me 
about every man I've met; to an outsider you'd 
think he was jealous, but his over-protective- 
ness is more a brotherly love, though certainly 
still heartbreakingly teasing. 

Mark takes the Frisbee and tucks it be- 
tween my palm and wrist. “Hold it like this and 
then just flick it away." He rehearses the mo- 
tion with his hand over mine. 

Two hours later Mark and I are in our 
dorm room. I'm on my bed studying for a math 
exam. He's playing a basketball game on his 
Xbox, occasionally lending his voice to a mute 
version of a virtual Roy Williams. A cool breeze 
pours in from our windows. 

"Yo, JJ," he says when a loading screen 
pops up on our television. I look up from my 


textbook. “You did pretty good today. I mean, 
don't get me wrong, you still suck. But overall? 
Better than expected." 

Ithrow a pillow at his face and return to my 
book. 

We're quiet for a while. Mark finishes his 
game and climbs up onto his desk and into 
his lofted bed; I finish reading and drop out of 
mine to switch off the lights. 

"Hey, he says in the dark. "The dude 
you're gonna see. He's lucky." 

Mark says these sweet things sometimes; 
he provides me too many compliments. 
They're agonizing and I never know how to 
respond. Maybe they're his way of telling me 
he loves me, but boys our age are overly af- 
fectionate anyway and I can't decipher his in- 
tent. ГА like to confess my attraction to him, 
but doing so would ruin our relationship. Even 
if he did feel the same, he'd never admit it — 
experimental boys our age never directly ad- 
dress the elephants. He'd freeze up if I told 
him, tell me in response that he loved me like 
a brother, then distance himself from me, pull 
back on his flirty teasing, change the way he 
acted in hopes that my crush would stale. I've 
decided that if his compliments do originate 
from something more than a brotherly love, he 
bears the burden of telling me — after all, he 
maintains he's the straight one. 

I climb into my bed and lie in silent tor- 
ment. 

Back to the lecture hall. ш 


ThroughTheseEyes.JustinJones(dgmail.com 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 
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